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Mark Your Calendars for These Early Fall Dates! 

Sunday, August 23  Kids In Christ Promotion Sunday and Parent Meeting 

Sunday, August 30  Adult Sunday School Fellowship Breakfast and  

     Sunday School Fall Kick-off 

Sunday, September 6  Labor Day Service at 10:00 a.m. Morris Hall 

     followed by a catered lunch at Lawson Creek Park 

Saturday, September 19 Faith in Action Vision Clinic 

October 2 & 3   Backpack Blessings Packing Event in Morris Hall 

Look for details on these and many more events in upcoming newsletters!  It seems a 

long way off now, but these events will be here before we know it!   

SKATE FOR THE HUNGRY AND HOMELESS 
 

RCS and the City of New Bern Parks and Recreation are pleased to bring ICE  

SKATING to New Bern!  A first event of its kind in this area, we want a fun weekend for the 

whole family to enjoy!  Not only that, we want to raise awareness about hunger and 

homelessness in New Bern. 
 

Please make plans to attend this very fun event! There will be an ice skating rink, bounce 

houses, water games and activities, food and snow cones!  A perfect day for the middle of  

summer and ALL proceeds benefit the programs and services at RCS. 
 

WHEN:        WHERE: 
Friday, July 17th from 10am - 6pm and    Kidsville Playground,   

Saturday, July 18th from 10am - 6pm   1225 Pinetree Drive, New Bern 
 

ADMISSION: 
$10 SKATE ADMISSION covers ice skating, bounce houses and other activities 

$5 GENERAL ADMISSION covers bounce houses and other activities, but NOT 

SKATING 
 

**Signed WAIVER is required to participate in skating and bouncing activities!** 
 

RECEIVE $1 OFF ADMISSION WITH A CANNED FOOD DONATION! 

WE ALSO NEED FOLKS TO MAN THE ACTIVITIES!  PLEASE VOLUNTEER!  CALL 633-2767 

http://www.rcsnewbern.com/cms-assets/documents/212318-482998.rcs-ice-skating-waiver.pdf


 
Garber Church welcomed the following people into membership during the month of May: 

 

 
Brad and Nan Chesson live at 1610 Tryon Road.  Brad is retired from Weyerhauser, and 
Nan is a former math teacher at New Bern High School.  The Chessons have two adult 
sons.  Brad enjoys golf, yard and home repair.  Nan enjoys reading, playing bridge, and 
mah jongg. 
 

 

 

 
Nancy Menger lives at 4038 Arbor Green Way and is a retired teacher who enjoys  
sewing, needle work, and reading.  She has six adult children and one step-daughter.  
 Nancy moved to New Bern several years ago from the Chicago area. 
 
 

 
 
David and Christine Youngs live at 110 Southern Hills Drive after retiring to New Bern 
from southern New York.  They have a son who is a student at Clarkson University in 
northern New York.  David and Chris enjoy golfing, biking, quilting, sewing, and 
crafts.  
 

 

 

Erick and Stacey Cooper live at 4104 Norman Road.  Erick is a builder, and Stacie  
teaches at Creekside Elementary.  The Coopers have two daughters:  Riley and 
Camdyn.  They enjoy boating, golfing, and tennis. 
 

 

 

Michael and Robin McKeel live at 212 Clarks Road and have one son, Ryland.  
 Michael is the baseball coach at West Craven High School, and Robin is an  
optometrist. 
 

 

 

Leanna Tyson lives at 4507 West Fairway Drive and works as a real estate 
agent.  She grew up in New Bern and enjoys tennis, water sports, and running. 
 

 

 

 

 

Robert and Brandy Walker live at 5306 Hatcher Road.  The Walkers have two            
children:  Emily Grace and William.  Robert is a police officer with the Trent Woods 
 Police Department, and Brandy is a homemaker.  Robert enjoys reading, gardening, 
and outdoor activities.  Brandy enjoys reading, working out, photography, crafting, 
family activities, and shopping. 
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Dear Garber Church, 

 

I’m happy to say that my family and I are feeling right at home here in New Bern and 

in our new church family.  We love joining you for worship and fellowship on     

Sunday mornings, making new friends at cookouts and get togethers, and regularly 

greeting neighbors who happen to be church members.  We have benefited greatly 

from your hospitality and generosity.  In fact, a neighboring couple who attends  

Garber actually helped my wife, Jacqueline, and me start a garden! 

 

One of the primary ways in which we have connected with other folks from Garber is 

by sharing meals together.  It may have been at a cookout with young adults, at a  

quiet dinner in someone's home, at Bojangles with the youth; or it may have involved 

someone bringing us a meal or helping us plant tomatoes in the backyard.  There is 

something about food that brings people together.  We see this in Scripture, which 

refers to food as a blessing from God that is to be enjoyed in community (Deut. 12:7).  

Jesus himself instituted the Lord’s Supper as the regular way in which we commune 

with God and with one another as the Body of Christ. 

 

When my extended family shares meals at family reunions, we often separate the 

adults and the kids by putting all the adults at the “adult’s table” and all the kids at 

the “kid’s table”.  As practical as this may seem in the moment, it’s not the best way 

to build intergenerational unity.  In the same way, we ought not to separate the adults 

from the kids in the family of God.  At Garber Church, there is a need for more table 

fellowship between the adults and the youth in our congregation.  Research shows 

that youth are far more likely to keep attending church after high school if the adults 

in the congregation take an active interest in them during their teen years.  Sharing a 

meal with a teenager is one of the best ways that you can do ministry.  

 

In the FUEL program we share a meal together every Wednesday and Sunday night 

during the school year.  We have a need for parishioners to prepare these meals.  A 

number of folks have participated, but we need more.  Those who prepare the meal 

are invited to share the meal with the youth that week.  It is a wonderful time of     

intergenerational Christian fellowship.  We invite everyone in the church, regardless 

of age, to do youth ministry at Garber by preparing a meal and sharing it with us this 

coming fall.  You could even do it as a couple, as a group of friends, or as a Sunday 

School class!  A collection is taken up every week from the youth to help cover the 

cost of the meal, which you are entitled to.  If you choose not to take the collection, it 

will go into the FUEL Student Ministries Account.  All leftover food is donated to 

RCS. 

 

We share in table fellowship for the purpose of our unity in Christ, and also for the 

glory of Christ.  May we be continually reminded of the words in this hymn: 

 

Be present at our table, Lord; be here and everywhere adored; thy creatures bless, 

and grant that we may feast in paradise with thee. 

 

If you are interested in preparing a meal for the youth, please contact me!  Also, if 

you are a parent/guardian of a youth, please stay tuned for other upcoming summer 

youth events such as a beach party, a Durham Bulls game, a movie outing and lunch 

gatherings at Bojangles.  May God bless your summer! 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Drew Demarest 

Director of Student Ministries 



 
Mary Coleman Mission Scholarship Recipients 2015 

 

It was one of the biggest honors of my life to have the M. Coleman Mission Scholarship established in 

my name, and it is a most joyful event when I get to give one of the scholarships away!  So it is with 

great pleasure that I tell you about these two deserving folks who have recently received  

scholarships: 
 

Charlie Doty:  Charlie is a recent graduate from New Bern High School and will be attending UNC-

Chapel Hill this fall.  I have known Charlie since he was a very little boy and have had the joy of 

watching him grow up at Garber.  Over the years, Charlie has exhibited a dedication to Garber and a 

love for the Lord thru his service to our church.  He has been an active member of the Garber Praise 

Band, the Garber Youth Praise Band, FUEL, and AMX.  Charlie is an Eagle Scout, and his Eagle 

Project was to design, fund, and oversee the building of our brick sign in front of the Ministry Center, 

as well as the lighting of the sign.   

        For his dedication to Garber and his love for the Lord, for his kindness 

and respect to those he meets, and for just being a great young man – I was 

excited to award a $500 scholarship to Charlie toward his recent mission 

trip to Russia.  By all reports, Charlie was a great team member, working 

hard helping with the eye exams given and also in developing strong  

relationships with the orphans.  Thank you, Charlie, for being a deserving 

recipient of the award! 
 

Ruth Powers:  Ruth is a very long time member of Garber and has served in almost every way  

possible in her years at the church.  She is a member of the adult Chancel Choir, the Ensemble, and 

the Adult Handbell Choir.  Ruth has spent many years working with the youth of Garber, on mission 

trips, as a youth mentor, and most recently assisting with the youth fundraiser “Solid Rock” meals.   

        Ruth is also the Director of our Kingswood After School Program, mentoring 16 students from 

Bangert Elementary School and coordinating scores of homework volunteers for the kids.  But what 

many people don’t know is the amount of “behind the scenes” work Ruth does with these children.  

She has helped the children, and their families, thru crises and times of need.  She has carried some 

of the children to special activities, lunch, dinner, shopping.  She has spent extra weekend hours 

tutoring some of them.  She has helped them make the transition from grade to grade, and  

eventually from elementary school to middle school.  She requires and earns the children’s respect, 

helps them with their manners, teaches them bible stories, and loves them thru thick and thin!  And 

in return, they love her! 

        For her extraordinary work with the children of Garber and the Kingswood children, it was my 

pleasure to surprise Ruth at the Kingswood Graduation Party in May with a $700 M. Coleman  

Scholarship to complete her payment for her trip to Haiti in June to do 

medical assistance mission work.  It will be a long, hot trip to the  

remote village where the team will be working, but I know Ruth will 

endure with a smile and share her consistent love for the Lord with 

everyone she meets! 
 

Thank you to all who have made donations to the M. Coleman Scholarship Fund over the past few 

years!   Without your support of the scholarship, these fine folks would not have received these awards.  

And I would not have had the joy of giving them!  Mary 
 

All scholarships are governed and voted on by a Scholarship Sub-committee of the Garber Mission Committee. 



 
God Moments in Russia…A highlight from a member of this year’s ministry team     

 

My most memorable moment was touring the Unzhensky Makaryev Monastery in Makaryev, one of the 

towns where Garber sponsors an orphanage. I felt an overwhelming sense of God’s presence there. This 

monastery dates back to 1439!  Its walls have seen the best and worst of times over so many centuries. In 

1929, the main cathedral was closed and the gorgeous frescos defaced by the Stalin government in their 

efforts to stamp out religion and promote atheism. This once magnificent cathedral stands dilapidated and 

unrenovated. But hope has returned!  The site is now an active convent for nuns, and church services are 

once again held in a chapel.  
 

On the tour, our mission team observed nuns performing their daily tasks. One elderly 

nun was on her hands and knees washing the chapel marble floor with a cloth, another 

was sweeping the dirt off the ice and snow build up on the sidewalk and yet another 

was carrying firewood in her arms for the boiler. I felt great empathy for what they 

have seen, felt and gone through during the many decades of religious and civil        

persecution. Today, churches and congregations are being rebuilt and revived in     

Russia. Our churches’ presence certainly strengthened and nourished their hope.  

Likewise, their work humbled me and fostered a desire to help and pray for their     

continued efforts. Thanks Garber for the opportunity to be a Christian witness in this 

remote, Russian community! 

 

David Briley       

Garber UMC has been sending volunteers to serve the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) for nearly 20 years.  Hundreds of 

Garber members have participated in this ministry traveling to the Central Appalachian Mountains of Virginia, West Virginia, 

North Carolina, Tennessee and Kentucky.  This year Garber will send 38 volunteers to Breathitt County, KY where they will 

work on 6 different projects to make homes warmer, safer and drier for the families they serve.  You may think that ASP’s 

purpose is to just repair homes, but it is so much more.  ASP prides itself as a relationship ministry with construction on the 

side; most homes that are repaired are inhabited with individuals or families, which gives the volunteers an opportunity to  

develop a meaningful relationship.   
 

Garber’s ASP team will depart New Bern on July 18 and will arrive in Kentucky on July 19, where they will serve for a week 

and then return on July 25.  Please keep the volunteers listed below in your thoughts and prayers, as they begin their service.  

If you would like to serve as a Prayer Partner for a Garber ASP volunteer, please email GarberASP@gmail.com and you will 

be assigned a specific volunteer to pray for.  
 

Thank you to the entire Garber Community for supporting this ministry for so many years.   

 

Derek Anderson  Dan Armstrong   Matt Bonacci   Peter Bonacci 

Caroline Bryant   Roy Burris   Brandon Canfield  Emily Cuttic 

Sam Darden   Drew Demarest   Mary B. Doty   Ryan Faulkenberry 

Wendy Fisher   James Fisher   Sara Forgione   Bailey Hicks 

Lake Hoard   Melissa Holton   Craig Holton   Molly Holton 

Lara Lee King   Mac King   Hilbert Nguyen   Phillip Prescott 

Sharon Risk   Nathan Risk   Patrick Robertson  Anthony Rocco 

Sasha Seymore   Lisa Smith   Ashton Smith   Parker Smith 

John Tayloe   Worth Todd   Larry VanWert   Wayne Vanderford 

Andrea Wheatley  Sam Wheatley 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes: 

Remember to be shopping NOW for items to fill your OCC shoeboxes in late October!  Avoid 

the rush and the expense of having to purchase everything at once.  Be sure to take  

advantage of back-to-school supplies coming up soon!  Stephanie Seymore, our OCC local 

representative, posts great sales for shoebox items on her Facebook page.  Check it out and 

be sure to “like” her page!  She is an awesome coordinator with a great love for the Lord and 

His children! 

mailto:GarberASP@gmail.com


 

Dear Garber, WOW! It’s hard to believe that we are 

a little over twenty days until this school year comes 

to an end.  As with previous years, Bangert has been 

so blessed to have the Garber family be a part of our  

family.  New faces are coming to Bangert next year, 

and we are looking forward to new and renewed  

relationships.  We thank you for all of the love and  

generosity that you have poured into our Bangert 

babies.  Their lives would be so much different had 

it not been for your commitment and dedication to 

them.  Words cannot express how very thankful we 

are to you!   
 

Love, Your Bangert Family 

My heartfelt gratitude for Garber's prayers goes out to all of you who have supported me in so 

many ways for months with food, transportation, cards, flowers and calls.  I know without 

doubt that prayers especially have made all the difference.  I am hoping to get well soon so 

that I can come to worship services and Sunday School.  My friends in the Motley class and 

Monday morning Bible study have been so willing to do whatever is needed, and it means a 

great deal.  Thanks to all of you; I will always remember your support.  Coleen Brock 

Perhaps you are having a moment….. 
 

For each of us there are moments of interruption.  Moments we may 

not have seen coming.  Moments we perhaps are not prepared for.  

And moments that seem so large, we don’t know how we will get 

through them.  This is the moment for Stephen Ministry.  This is the place for a confidential  

companion to walk with you, for as long as you need.  This is a moment to lean on someone, who is 

leaning on God. 

 

Isaiah 61:3 

And provide for those who grieve in Zion 

Bestow on them a crown of beauty 

Instead of ashes, 

The oil of gladness 

Instead of mourning, 

And a garment of praise 

Instead of a spirit of despair 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

A planting of the Lord 

For the display of his splendor. 

 

And the moment where together, we can wait on the Lord. 
 

If you are facing one of these moments, please reach out to  

Pastor David or any of the Stephen Ministers in our congregation.  

 Look for us, we’ll be wearing a blue badge. 



 

MOSAIC NEWS 
 

Your MOSAIC Advisory Team has been hard at work making plans for senior activities starting in  
September.  We have some exciting plans in the works and look forward to sharing them with you. 
Look for more information to come.  
 

Put these dates on your calendar: 
 

July 27 at 12:00 noon 

Enjoy eating out?  

Join other MOSAIC members for lunch 

If you are not on vacation, consider joining us at The Chelsea   

More information will be coming out soon. Call Sue Webb at 637-4022 for reservations. 

 

September 14, 15, 16 

Garber Annual Women’s Retreat 

Trinity Center, Pine Knoll Shores 

Leader: The Rev. Syd Stewart 
“Practicing the Presence…”  

June payments will be due on June 30 
 

If you did not sign up and have an interest in going, we may be able to add a couple of more folks 
Contact Sue Webb at swebb@garberumc.com 

 

September 25 5pm - 7pm 

MOSAIC PIG PICKING at Garber 

Kick off for 2015 - 16 

Pig cooked by our own Roy Burris with lots of sides and desserts 
All Garber members 55 and older are invited 

Email Sue Webb or call the church office, 637-4022, to make reservations or for more information. 

 

 

Connection Coffee: 

If you are new to the community of Garber Church, our Connection Team invites you to 

a Connection Coffee on Sunday, July 12 at 9:30am in Room 123 of the Ministry  

Center.  We will share a cup of coffee and a muffin and meet the pastors 

and staff of Garber Church.  Come and learn more about the ministry and 

mission of Garber and discover how to make connections!  Please email 

Beth Hicks in the church office at:  bhicks@garberumc.com or sign up at the Welcome 

Desk in the courtyard or foyer of Morris Hall. 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
mailto:bhicks@garberumc.com
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Summer Sunday School for ALL Ages! 
 

Garber UMC offers Sunday School in the summer months for everyone – 

adults, students, and children!  We recognize that so many folks travel  

during the summer to exciting and wonderful vacations, but when you are 

in town, take the opportunity to worship and learn about our wonderful 

Lord and Savior!  
 

Our summer schedule remains the same:   
 

Worship at 8:00am in the Sanctuary;  
 

Sunday School at 9:30am; 
 

11:00am in the Sanctuary and Morris Hall.  

 

 

Join Us! 


